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Gyanotsava Bihar

Pindaruch, Darbhanga, Bihar, 847306
4% and 5" November 2023 (Saturday & Sunday)

Call for Abstract

It is our pleasure to invite you to our annual conference “Gyanotsava Bihar”, organized by a group of scholars from
Bihar, under the aegis of Anadi Foundation. Gyanotsava is a multidisciplinary forum of scholars who want to
promote the production and dissemination of research on Bihar. Gyanotsava has 140 members from various
universities of the world and is still growing. It holds fortnightly webinars and an annual conference. You may have
attended many conferences in urban centres and big universities, but this year's Gyanotsava is unique. It is
going to happen in a village beside a huge pond in a mango orchard. We will arrange your stay free of
charges in the village. Moreover, a number of reasonably good hotel accommodations are available near
Darbhanga airport; only about 10 km from this village and interested participants may book online in advance.
Research scholars and local delegates do not need to pay any delegate fee for Gyanotsava conference.

We feel that villages have been centres of knowledge production throughout the long span of the history of Indian
civilization. It is time to reclaim that space once again as a centre for learning. We are planning lectures and
thematic presentations by distinguished social scientists working on Bihar. Please come and be a part of this
campaign of research and discourse creation on Bihar. Papers are invited on themes related to economics,
history, politics and culture of Bihar. We are open to comparative studies in which one of the states should definitely
be Bihar. A good paper from work in progress will also be considered.

You may send your abstract to gyanotsav.bihar@gmail.com in under 250 words.

Date of Conference : 4t & 5t November 2023 (Saturday & Sunday)

Place :

Email :

Abstract word limit:

Deadline for Submission of Abstract:
Notification for Acceptance:

Deadline for Final Paper submission:

Delegate fee:

Pindaruch, Darbhanga, Bihar 847306
(Coordinates: 26.2492N, 85.8588E)
gyanotsav.bihar@gmail.com

250 words

15" August 2023

1st September 2023

15t October 2023

Rs.1000/-

For further enquiries please contact:

Dr. P. K. Choudhary

Mob>: 9818446601; 9311560183

We look forward to seeing you at Gyanotsava Bihar.
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Padma Shri Dr. Usha Kiran Khan

Padma Shri Dr. Usha Kiran Khan is a noted literature from Mithilanchal. She writes in Maithili
and Hindi. She has contributed humerous novels, stories, dramas, and literary criticism. There
are several accolades to her credit. In 2011, she won a Sahitya Akademi Award for the Maithili
novel Bhamati: Ek Avismaraniya Premkatha. In 2012, she was awarded a Kusumanijali Sahitya
Samman by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations for her novel Sirjanhaar. Dr.Khan was
awarded the Padma Shri in 2015 for her service in the field of literature and education. She is
also a recipient of Hindi Sewi Samman, Mahadevi Verma Samman, Dinkar Rashtriya
Puraskaar, Vidya Niwas Mishra Puraskaar, and Bharat Bharti Samman.

Shri Sanjay Sajjan

Sanjay Sajjan is a social activist driving cow-based rural economy in the districts of Gaya and
Aurangabad in Bihar. A leader in raising the social and environmental issues, he has set
examples by reviving the river Ramrekha, which flows through Gaya and Aurangabad. His
immense determination to accomplish the mission has influenced the local people to join him
in expanding the river revival activities in the region. Associated with Lok Sansad, he has
been relentlessly fighting for the causes of environment and livelihood of rural people. A post-
graduate from Magadh University Bodhgaya, Bihar, Sanjay has accomplished such enormous
tasks that seem elusive to common man.

Shri Gajanan Mishra

Shri Gajanan Mishra is a retired IAS officer. Known for his keen interest in socio-economic
and historical issues related to Bihar in general and Mithilanchal region in particular, post
retirement he has been independently researching on agronomics, irrigation, history &
historical artefacts, etc. of this region.
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FROM ERRORS TO EXCELLENCE: AN AI-DRIVEN APPROACH TO CORRECT
ENGLISH GRAMMATICAL MISTAKES AMONG BIHARI STUDENTS
Dr Amrendra K. Sharma

Associate Professor of English (Retd)
PG Department of English, C. M. College, Darbhanga 846004

Abstract

Learning English grammar poses challenges, especially for learners whose native language
has a different sentence structure or word order. Bihari learners mainly speak local languages
like Bhojpuri, Magahi, and Maithili apart from Hindi. Naturally, they may face specific difficulties
due to the differences between their native languages and English. Some of the grammatical
errors are caused by Mother Tongue Interference also.

The paper investigates the prevalent grammatical challenges faced by students in Bihar while
learning English and proposes an innovative solution using Artificial Intelligence (Al)
technology. The study delves into problematic areas of grammar such as article usage, verb
tenses, subject-verb agreement, prepositions, word order, pluralization, pronoun usage,
negation, modal verbs, direct and indirect speech, phrasal verbs, and conditional sentences.
By analyzing these challenges in the context of Bihar's linguistic background, the research
aims to identify the root causes of errors. Leveraging Al-powered tools, the paper proposes a
novel approach to address these issues, offering personalized learning experiences through
interactive exercises, targeted feedback, and adaptive assessments. The proposed Al-driven
solution holds the potential to revolutionize language education in Bihar, bridging the gap
between linguistic patterns of Hindi and English grammar intricacies, thereby empowering
students to achieve higher levels of language proficiency.

Key Words: Bihari learners, grammatical errors, mother tongue Interference, Artificial Intelligence,
language proficiency
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MAITHILI URDU: A STUDY OF NOMINAL AND VERBAL MORPHOLOGY

M. J. Warsi
Department of Linguistics
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh,
Email: warsimj@gmail.com

Abstract

Mithilanchal region is the name of an area in Bihar that comprises Dharbanga, Samastipur,
Begusarai, Madhubani, Sitamarhi, Khagaria, and Muzzafarpur districts. Maithili Urdu does not
have its own script or literature, yet it has maintained an oral history of over many centuries.
The main languages spoken in Mithilanchal are Maithili, Hindi, Urdu and Bangla. Maithili Urdu
has been frequently spoken by the residents (especially Muslims) of this region and has
become an important part of their identity, however, the majority of educated Muslims formally
speak Urdu. Maithili Urdu has contributed in enriching the Hindi, Urdu and Maithili language
and literature very profoundly. Though Maithili Urdu had contributed profoundly to Maithili,
Hindi, and Urdu literature but serious extensive linguistic research work has not been carried
out on this dialect. Some scholars have done research on some aspect of Maithili Urdu,
however, no serious descriptive study has been done on Maithili Urdu. This paper is an attempt
to study the nominal and verbal morphology of Maithili Urdu and how it is different from Maithili,
Hindi and Urdu.

Keywords: Maithili Urdu, nominal and verbal morphology, Maithili language and literature.
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LINGUISTIC IDENTITY - DNA OF SOCIETY

Rajesh Kumar
IIT Madras

Abstract

The loss of linguistic identity of a community may lead to undesirable consequences. To
prevent it, a geographical landscape must be identified with the its language and culture. In
this talk, | make an attempt to explain and examine deconstruction of the idea of ‘hindi-
heartland’. | explore the dimensions of economic breakdown, political dissolution, and cultural
losses of a society under fictitious identity. An awareness of fundamental ingredients that are
constitutive of identity leads to prevention of disastrous imbalances in the sociopolitical health
of democracy, development, and diversity.

Finally, | aim at concluding the talk establishing connections between history and future of
Bihar vis-a-vis linguistic identity.
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STATUS OF EDUCATION AMONG MINORITY GIRLS IN BIHAR

Dr. Reshma Tabassum
Assistant Professor
Department of Education
LN Mithila University

Abstract

Education is of prime importance for all (i.e. male and female belonging to any religion, caste
or creed). It dispels ignorance from our life and leads us towards light. We speak about Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan, then how our mission would be fulfilled if half the population of a country
share in education is not satisfactory. Literacy among Hindu female is 70.78 percent, Muslim
female is 62.41 percent, Christain females 76.78 percent and Sikh female 71.32 percent.
Education among the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh females are less than the national average
literacy of 72.98 percent and among them the lowest literacy is found among the Muslim
minority females. (2011, Government of India census).

As Rastria Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan visualizes secondary education as Universal, where
do Minority Girls stand?

My paper aims to find out the reason behind the poor education among the Muslim girls of
Darbhanga, (which is a dissection of Bihar) on the basis of —

1. Parental Attitude
School Reach

Environtment of School

2

3

4. Environment of Class

5. Curriculum representation
6

Custom and tradition of Muslim Society

Keywords: Education, Minority Girls, Parental Attitude, Environment, Curriculum
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TOWARDS A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN BIHAR

Shreesh Chaudhary
Paanchajany Centre Pindaruch
www.paanchajanya.org

Abstract

Bihar is a multilingual speech community with strong traditions of learning local and alien
languages. Yet this pre-dominantly rural community did a good job of learning, teaching and
using English. Bihar has also produced a good number of teachers of English and “authorities”
on this language. Through methods and materials that may have been unconventional,
successful learning of the new language was ensured. Those that wanted to know and learn
more found their doors and roads open. History of all this, of the people who thought it
necessary to learn, teach and use this language overcoming cultural and other prejudices,
their struggles, successes and failures, etc. are yet to be written in a credible manner.

The proposed paper may begin by making a case for writing the history of this tradition of
learning alien languages by people in this region. It will offer a view of the unique situation of
English among other languages in Bihar, and will then move on to sketch the growth in the
numbers of its learners and its use in this region. The paper will also offer a list of some well
known grammarians of the English language who were born and taught in Bihar. It will then
offer an overview of the rise and decline of the English language teaching in Bihar. The final
section would point to some sources for writing this history.
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THE EMERGING LITERARY SPHERES OF BIHAR: LANGUAGE POLITICS AND
TRANSLATION.

Pragya Singh
Research Scholar, English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad

Abstract

Bihar is one of the states of India which did not witness a language movement as strong as
rest of the country and clubbing of different regional languages of Bihar under the
homogeneous umbrella of Hindi was not seen as a threat to other language cultures of Bihar.
Upon exploration, one finds that Bihar has many languages and the three commonly known
languages are Maithili, Magahi, and Bhojpuri. Bhojpuri continues to be the most popular
language, and it is part of Bihari popular culture, Magahi is the language derived from the
ancient Magadhi Prakrit and has been in existence since the time of Magadha Empire.
However, Maithili is the only language of Bihar which managed to get the status of one of the
official languages of independent India and found a place in the coveted eighth schedule of
the Indian constitution.

This paper attempts to explore the language politics of Bihar and the emergence of literary
spheres of different languages of Bihar through translation. The texts chosen for this study
are The Bride, an English translation of Maithili classic Kanyadan by Harimohan Jha,
translated into English by Lalit Kumar. Phoolsunghi, a Bhojpuri historical novel by Pandey
Kapil, translated into English by Gautam Choubey and The Book of Bihari Literature, an
anthology edited by Abhay K including English translation of Bihari literatures. The Bride and
Phoolsunghi are the first and only existing English translation of Maithili and Bhojpuri novels.
The paper also aims to place the study of the above mentioned translated texts in the
engaging domain of translation which is one of the interdisciplinary areas offering a sight
of literary productions, theorizing of texts, languages and of cross-cultural communication of
various kinds.
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MAITHILI LANGUAGE REVITALIZATION AND NEP 2020: BRIDGING POLICY AND
PRACTICE
Smriti Asha

Research Scholar, Centre for English Language Studies,
University of Hyderabad

Abstract

This research study delves into the intricate dynamics of Maithili language revitalization within
the framework of the National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 in India. The Maithili language,
revered for its cultural and linguistic significance, has faced challenges related to declining
usage and recognition, prompting the need for concerted efforts in its revitalization.

Through an in-depth examination of NEP 2020's provisions about language education,
regional languages, and cultural preservation, this research sheds light on the potential
synergy between policy objectives and the preservation and promotion of the Maithili
language. It explores how these policy directives manifest in practice and their impact on
Maithili language revitalization efforts.

Furthermore, this research identifies challenges and opportunities in the interface of Maithili
language revitalization and NEP 2020, presenting recommendations for policymakers,
educators, and advocates. It emphasizes aligning educational policies with language
preservation and cultural heritage objectives, thereby contributing to a more inclusive and
culturally diverse educational landscape.

In conclusion, this study offers a comprehensive analysis of the Maithili language's
revitalization journey under NEP 2020, highlighting the imperative of translating policy into
practice to preserve and promote this invaluable cultural and linguistic heritage.

Keywords: Maithili language, revitalisation, NEP 2020, language policy
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PREVALENCE OF EARLY MARRIAGE IN BIHAR: CHALLENGES AND WAY FORWARD

Anamika Priyadarshini, Madhu Joshi, Shubha Bhattacharya
Senior Specialist-Research
Centre for Catalysing Change

Abstract

Child marriage (CM) violates human rights and affects the lives of millions of girls and women
worldwide. While there has been progress in reducing CM over the past two decades
(UNICEF, 2018)%, the COVID-19 pandemic has led to a resurgence of this practice, especially
in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia (UNICEF, 2021)2. In India, CM remains a significant
concern, with states like Tripura, West Bengal, and Bihar having the highest prevalence. This
paper examines the factors contributing to CM and discusses effective approaches to
eradicate CM in Bihar.

The paper derives from a study on the enablers of CM in rural Bihar. Conducted in 2021, the
research employed a mixed-methods approach, including a large-scale survey, in-depth
interviews, and focus-group-discussions. The participants, selected through a multi-stage
sampling, represented 12 districts in Bihar, comprising of 6 districts with high prevalence of
CM; 3 with medium prevalence; and 3 with low prevalence. A total of 12,590 individuals
participated in the study, including married and unmarried females (14-25 years), males (16-
26 years), primary gatekeepers (parents), and secondary gatekeepers (community leaders).
Participants were mainly asked questions on perceived utility of education (PUE); belief,
norms, attitude towards CM; and tendency to control girls’ sexuality. Parents’ aspiration for
children and youth’s time-use was also recorded for the study. For this paper, we primarily
utilize participants’ response on PUE, norms/attitude towards CM, youth’s time-use and
parents’ aspiration for children.

Our paper shows encounters between patriarchal norms and efforts of women’s
empowerment is often manifested in people’s transitional attitude towards practices like CM
in rural Bihar. Despite the condemnation of the practice, societal pressure and limited
livelihood opportunities for girls make CM appear as a rational choice. The study found that
secondary gatekeepers, who play a crucial role in upholding social norms, had the lowest PUE
for girls (40.2 out of 100). In contrast, mothers (73.8 out of 100) and fathers (71.8 out of 100)
showed higher PUE scores. However, reluctance towards girls’ education was apparent in
parents' responses.

1 UNICEF (2018). New global estimates of child marriage. Data & Analytic Section, Division of Data, Research and Policy.
UNICEF: New York. https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/CM_burden_release_webinar_15Mar18_final_.pdf

2 UNICEF (2021). Towards ending child marriage: Global trends and profile progress. UNICEF: New York. Towards-Ending-
Child-Marriage-report-2021.pdf
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Parents cited poor academic performance or early marriage as reasons for withdrawing their
daughters from school. However, qualitative data highlighted that girls' performance is also
affected by the disproportionate burden of domestic work. The paper shows prevalence of a
higher perceived utility for girls’ domestic-work than their education among the gatekeepers.
Moreover, parents expressed a gender disparity in their aspirations for their children, with a
maijority aiming to educate their daughters only until the higher-secondary level and their sons
up to the master's level. Clear gender-gap in parents’ aspiration for their children reiterates
their perseverance towards conventional gender roles.

The paper also explores effective strategies for preventing CM in rural Bihar. It shows a
negative association between PUE for girls and the prevalence of CM. During the pandemic,
over 50% of married females and 47% of married males cited the devaluation of education as
a reason for early marriage. The study found a clear correlation between educational
attainment and PUE for girls, with higher educational levels positively influencing PUE among
unmarried girls, fathers, and mothers.

Furthermore, the paper highlights the role of social networks in empowering girls and women.
Having a larger peer network increased PUE among unmarried girls, and being associated
with women's collectives positively impacted PUE among women. Additionally, parents
residing in villages with better development status demonstrated more equal aspirations for
their children. Knowledge of government schemes also influenced participants’ perception of
the appropriate age of marriage.

In conclusion, this paper provides a critical analysis of the primary triggers of CM and offers
feasible recommendations to reduce its prevalence in Bihar. Despite the rigorous efforts of the
state government, more than 40% of minor girls in Bihar continue to face early marriage. The
paper intends to inform and strengthen the initiatives aimed at ending CM in Bihar.

Keywords: Child-marriage, social norms, patriarchy, gender, perceived utility of education
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REGAINING THE GLORY OF VILLAGE REPUBLIC BY EMPOWERING SECOND SEX:
THE JOURNEY FOR BETTER GOVERNANCE
Dr. Diwakar Kumar Jha, Assistant Professor

Dr. Shweta Chandra, Assistant Professor
Amity University Patna

Abstract

Governance is a kind of relation between ‘govern’ and ‘governed. With the evolution of social
organisation, we find a social hierarchy around us, where few individuals played a dominant
role. To a greater extent these organisations have been dominated by men. Critics called it
Patriarchal society. As an institution Village Republics (i.e., Village Panchayats/Village
Communities) has been in the existence since long time. Bihar (Magadh) has been the land
of one of the earliest republics in history. The village communities that lead to self-ruled
governance is still a widely prevailed structure of governance in Bihar and definitely at pan
India level.

The governance through Village Republic has been dream of Gandhian model of democracy,
but it has not been given due consideration by the constitution makers. After prolonged
discussion and development, the provisions of Village Republic got constitutional status in
1992. It broadens the base of women representation in democratic process. Bihar is amongst
those few state that ensure 50% of seats allocation to the Second Sex. To an extent it
breakdown the dominance of Patriarchal mind set in the model of self-ruled governance.

This paper will highlight the political empowerment of Second Sex as well Strengthening of
Village Republic (Village Panchayat). As a case study... Panchayats of Biraul block,
Darbhanga district (Bihar) will be taken into consideration. The methodology adopted will be
descriptive and analytical in nature.

Key Words: Second Sex, Village Republic, Governance.
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MAKING SENSE OF ‘POLITICS’ IN INDIAN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION: RAJNITI-
RATNAKARA OF CHANDESVARA

Mithilesh Kumar Jha
Dept of HSS, IIT Guwahati

Abstract

The understanding of ‘Politics’ or ‘rajniti’ in Indian intellectual tradition is often associated with
Kautilya's Arthashastra. However, numerous treatizes on politics exist in dharmashastra,
nitishastra, and arthashastra traditions. They discuss the nature of the state, the concept of
sovereignty, justice and the role of politics in society. This paper examines the
conceptualization of these terms by focusing mainly on Chandesvara’s Rajniti-Ratnakara.
Chandeswara was an authoritative legal scholar of the Mithila School of Hindu Law and
Politics. He is also the author of Dharma or Smriti digest — Ratnakara — divided into seven
parts, namely — Kritya Ratnakara, Dana Ratnakara, Vyavhara Ratnakara, Suddhi Ratnakara,
Puja Ratnakara, Vivad Ratnakara, and Grihastha Ratnakara. His works influenced the
theorization of politics, laws, and state in Mithila for nearly six centuries.

Chandesvara belonged to a family of noted scholars and statesmen. They were well-versed
in sacred literature and played an important role in the intellectual life of Mithila. Chandesvara
was associated with the ruling dynasty in Mithila and flourished under the last king of the

Karnata Dynasty (founded by Nanya Deva in the 11th Century), Hari Singh Deva. He witnessed
the rise of the Delhi Sultanate and the defeat of Hari Singh Deva by the imperial forces of Delhi
under Ghiyasuddin Tughlak in 1324.

Before Chandesvara, political treatizes in India were written in dharmashastra, arhtashastra
and nitishastra traditions. However, in the eleventh Century, a new genre of writing emerged
within the dharmashastra tradition. They began to exclusively use the term ‘rajniti’ in their
treatizes — such as Rajniti Kalpataru by Lakshmindhara Bhatta, Rajniti Kamdhenu, Rajniti
Ratnakara by Chandesvara and so on. Rajniti-Ratnakara is divided into sixteen chapters and
deals with subjects like — kingship, ministers, religion, justice, councillors, forts, policy,
treasury, army, leadership, ambassadors, administration, authority and punishment,
appointment, coronation and so on. This book also presents the prevailing account of politics
in other treatizes. Through this text, this paper seeks to understand the nature of politics and
state as construed in the Indian intellectual tradition at the beginning of the first millennia.

Rajniti-Ratnakara came to light in the first half of the twentieth Century. For this paper, | am
relying on the second edition of this book published by Kashi Prasad Jayaswal from The Bihar
and Orissa Research Society, Patna, in 1936. This edition is based on then available five
manuscripts — belonging to Pt. Bachcha Jha, Principal of Sanskrit College, Muzaffarpur; Pt.
Sivesvara Sarma, Lalganj, Madhubani; Babu Kshemdhari Simha, Madhubani; Sir Ganganath
Jha; and Darbhanga Raj Library. | wish to revisit these MSs to develop a more accurate
understanding of politics and state in Indian intellectual tradition. However, | am relying
exclusively on KP Jayaswal’s edition of 1936 for this paper.
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RECONSTRUCTING FOLK HISTORY: A STUDY OF ANCESTOR WORSHIP IN THE
FOLKLORES OF BIHAR
Dr. Pradeep Kant Choudhary

Fr. Associate Professor, Deptt. of History
Deshbandhu College, University of Delhi

Abstract

History by its nature is a discipline dependent on archaeological and literary sources like
monuments and documents to lay a verifiable framework of references. As a result, it mostly
revolves around rulers and their political apparatus. Not only Colonial and Nationalist
historiography but a large part of even Marxist historiography has turned around polity, land
grants and taxation. The history of common people and silent communities is rather absent in
most of these histories. Subaltern historiography, which claimed it to be a 'history from below',
has also some limitations. Perhaps we need to give more attention to the notion of Folk
Historiography to make a case for history writing of non-urban communities in its totality, both
from above and below.

The statist elite creates its record, but tribal and rural communities hardly do it. They create
memories. Our challenge is how to make the collective memories a source of history writing
in India. It has to depend on oral traditions, myths, legends, and folklore, to write the history of
folk heroes and role models. It may not present the chronology of events, because
communities weave their narratives around non-linear circular time. For these communities,
time is not a flowing river but it is like a lake which has no beginning and no end. This paper
will try to discuss the concept of hero worship and ancestor worship as a form of historical
collective memory of various communities. It will study the folklore of heroes like Amar Singh-
Keval Singh, Basawan Bakhtaur, Deena-Bhadri, Fekuram etc. to understand how ancestor
worship and collective memory of oppression gave shape to these narratives.
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF MY VILLAGE: ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Dr. Sanjiv Kumar Choudhary
BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus
Rajasthan-333 031

Abstract

This presentation is about a history writing project undertaken by a non-historian and is
currently at its nascent stage. In this short presentation | shall talk about the necessity for
undertaking this project and highlight the challenges | faced at the time of conceptualizing this
project itself. Since this is a project in progress at its early stage, | shall share the difficulties
in positioning myself while narrating the story of my village which has about 480 years long
existence. | shall share a few important characteristics / facets of my village which may be
fascinating and useful for the audience at this stage. This presentation does not aim much of
a discussion on the content as it is in a very early stage but look forward to suggestions for
overcoming the challenges of availability and reliability of resources. Through this presentation
| shall also explore the possibilities of collaboration with experts in the field.

*kkkk
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BIHAR: THE LOST, FOUND AND STILL SEARCHING IDENTITY.

Sumit Kumar
Research Scholar, University of Delhi.

Abstract

History is about continuity and change. A state like Bihar can be easily presumed to have more
continuity than change, but an unbiased and deeper analysis can turn this presumption around
and allow us to see the ever-changing region with its changing identity. The word Bihar
originates from the word Vihara, which means Buddhist dwelling. At present, neither there are
any substantial Buddhist monasteries nor is there any hold of globally recognized Buddhist
ideas in Bihar. This is the state of a doctrine that originated in Bihar around 2500 years ago.
Following a similar line, Jainism, the Ajivikas, the Vratyas, and different philosophical traditions
are almost lost in Bihar. They are just part of history and occupy a very little space in the
subconscious of Biharis. They are the lost traditions. Similarly, in the course of history, new
things are added to the identity of Bihar, like Patna emerging as a major place in Sikh religious
geography as the birth place of guru Gobind Singh or the Sher Shah Suri legacy related to
Sasaram, but Bihar not only formed a brighter picture in due course of time, but on the gloomy
side, its identity became entangled with poverty, deficiency of all types, a labor supplying and
a very caste-charged society. But as change is the only constant, Bihar is searching for its
identity in these dialects of present and past, in between a striking underdevelopment and the
inherent greatness of its deep-rooted tradition. This paper will be just an attempt to highlight
the already-happening phenomenon in which a new identity of Bihar is being rediscovered in
due course of time.
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Abstract
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CASTE OF THE PATNA HIGH COURT: ANALYSING THE JUDGEMENTS ON
RESERVATIONS, MASSACRES, AND CASTE CENSUS

Nitish Kumar
Research Scholar
Centre for Political Studies
JNU, New Delhi, 110067

Abstract

The analysis of the Indian Judiciary is primarily carried out by implying that the judges are
more or less unbiased and are guided by law and the constitution. While some scholars
highlight the class and state-centric ideological biases, none tend towards formulating
anything like caste biases in their study. This paper breaks with this dominating framework.
Choosing Patna high court as the primary site of enquiry, the paper interrogates the caste
biases of the Indian judges. The paper is divided into three sections. The first section deals
with the judgements on the reservation, which originated in Patna high court. This section
argues that the court, while dealing with the reservation cases, adopts the regressive
interpretation of the Indian constitution. The second section of the paper presents a close
analysis of the judgements of the Patna high court on several massacres cases (Bara
massacre, Bathani tola, Laxmanpur Bathe, Shankarbigha, Nagari Bazaar, Miyanpur
massacre) which were the result of the Agrarian conflicts in the rural Bihar. This section opens
up the deep incoherency and inconsistencies in dealing with such massacre cases by the high
court. The last section of the paper traces the attitudes of the Patna high court in dealing with
the ongoing caste survey case. Side by side, the paper presents an analysis of the caste of
all the judges who were/are involved in passing all these judgements, which is discussed in
this paper.

Keywords: Caste, Judiciary, Patna high court, reservation, massacres, caste census.
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FINANCIAL INCLUSION OF FARMERS IN BIHAR: THE CASTE-CLASS DYNAMICS

Avanindra Nath Thakur
Associate Professor and Associate Dean (Academic Affairs)
Jindal School of Government and Public Policy
O P Jindal Global University

Abstract

The government of India in the last decade has undertaken several initiatives to strengthen
financial inclusion in the country, particularly for the marginalized group of people living in both
rural and urban areas. One such scheme has been the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJY). The scheme provided for the opening of saving accounts for the entire population
without the need to maintain a minimum balance. Besides, insurance coverage has also been
provided for a large section of the population. PMJY has been an initiative to bring a large
section of the population within the ambit of institutional finance who, in earlier cases, largely
depended on non-institutional sources for their financial requirement. This paper shall
investigate the efficacy of such institutional financing, particularly in improving inclusivity for
socially and economically marginalized farmers. Since agriculture in Bihar has been the most
critical sector employing an overwhelming proportion of the state’s total population, it is
imperative to understand how far farmers living at the margin socially and economically have
become part of formal financial systems. Based on National Sample Survey unit-level data,
the paper shall argue that the inclusivity of the entire financial system can only be seen from
broader perspectives by bringing some fundamental changes in the macroeconomic policy
regimes and cannot only be addressed technically. Though the opening of accounts in the
institutional bank is an important step forward, it is far from being a sufficient condition to
promote inclusive finance. The paper shall flag specific policy challenges for inclusive finance
in the state.
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THE CONSTRUCT OF TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY IN AGRICULTURE OF BIHAR

Aakanchha Shalin
O.P. Jindal Global University
Email: aakanchha@jgu.edu.in
Supervisor: Dr.Avanindra Nath Thakur

Abstract

The relationship between technology and society can be viewed differently by different groups
of people. The central assumption of this deferential in a society's approach towards
technology and its impact on labour shapes this paper. The study attempts to understand the
usage of technology in agricultural systems with special focus on Bihar and draws a
comparison of labour employed in agriculture sector of India.The paper will rely on primary
research from 200 households of Bhojpur and Kaimur districts of Bihar. The study further uses
secondary level information from PLFS 2021and 2017 in order to substantiate national level
data. Technological determinism has often been explored as a linkage between technology
and society. The study is an attempt to further explore Bihar's socio-economic background
and agricultural landscape around the construct of technology in Bihar with the support of
secondary and primary information. The need and assessment of social welfare programs and
their reach is also studied with an emphasis on awareness in the study area.The paper
discusses the extension of use of agricultural technology in terms of machinery, fertilizers,
HYV seeds and irrigation in different socio-economic groups and in turn relating it to the labour
force participation in the sector.
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TOWARDS THE END OF SEMI-FEUDALISM

Dr. Awadhesh Kumar
Head, Department of Economics
R. K College, Madhubani (Bihar)

Abstract

Semi-feudal relation implies the relation between landlordism and tenants with a view to
capitalist perspective. That leads to rural urban migration and develops the concept of
remittance (transfer of money at home). The use of that remittance is on paying debt as
well as on changing consumption behaviour, has been studied by various studies in the
World. This paper is going to check majorly the semi-feudal relation by preferences for
remittance. It is observed from this study, paying debt is almost at last preference while
consumption is the first. This reflects towards the end of semi-feudal relation in rural economy.

Keywords: Semi-feudalism, Remittance, Migration and Preference.
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ACCESS TO NON-FARM EMPLOYMENT IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA: A STUDY OF
BIHAR AND PUNJAB
Gurpreet Singh

Assistant professor
O P Jindal University, Sonipat. Haryana

Abstract

Rural non-farm diversification in India is taking up new roles amidst increasing agrarian
distress. In this context, two issues have been examined in this paper: first, the nature of rural
non-farm diversification, and second, the accessibility of households to rural non-farm
employment in diverse socio-economic geographies in India. The present study examines the
said issues in Punjab and Bihar. The study is predominantly based on unit level data of the
latest round of the Situational Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households (NSSO) and field
survey data conducted in the State of Bihar. Findings suggest that while non-farm activities
are largely adopted by landless and marginal land households in both states, there are a few
lucrative options available which are being accessed by large landholders in Punjab. Overall,
caste, gender and education are dominant determinants that work as barriers to the entry for
rural households. The findings recommend that institutional reforms along with public policies
should be prioritised towards generating sustainable non-farm livelihood options while
eliminating multi-dimensional exclusions in rural labour markets considering regional
prerequisites.

TSI l21i



FHIa fagrR 2023

BEYOND MADHUBANI PAINTING: IMPORTANCE AND ISSUES RELATED TO GI IN
BIHAR
Nalin Bharti

Professor of Economics and IPR Chair Professor appointed by
Ministry of Commerce and Industry (additional Charge), Government of India at [IT Patna

Abstract

Geographical Indication (Gl) is defined by World Intellectual Property Organization as
Intellectual Property which serves to recognize a product that originates from a precise
geographical area and that has a excellence, repute, or other features that are fundamentally
attributable to its geographical origin. Gl tags are for the products of the greatest achievements
of human and nature that have been preserved from generation to generation. These tags are
to celebrate and recognize the products having a unique identity that is connected with the
place of origin. Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act was
passed by Indian Parliament in 1999.

Gl tags boost economic growth, employment opportunities, the income of local people, exports
of the nation, tourism, and the Medium and Small Scale Enterprises (MSME) sector and also
assist farmers of that place. Many Gl products are produced by tribal communities and farmers
for years and years in India. Helping them by protecting their traditional skills and knowledge
will make us closer to sustainable growth.

Madhubani painting was the first product registered as a Gl product from Bihar. Mithila region
has also contributed the second product registered as Mithila Makahana for Gl tag in 2023.
Till enow only 16 products registered as a Gl products from Bihar. Bihar accounts less than 5
% of India’s total Gl registered products which is much low compare to states like Uttar
Pradesh. Around 11 states of India is much ahead in terms of Gl registration from Bihar.
Considering Bihar’s rich cultural heritage and rich geographical set up it is indeed important to
include many more products in the Gl list which may be further go for registration. Being a
populated states Bihar can also see various economic opportunities inherent in the Gl
registration.
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UNVEILING SOCIOECONOMIC DYNAMICS: EXPLORING THE INTERSECTION OF
GENDER, CASTE, AND POLICIES IN AGRICULTURAL LIVELIHOODS - A CASE STUDY
FROM KATIHAR DISTRICT, BIHAR
Ms Neha Thureja

PhD Scholar
Jindal School of Government and Public Policy

Abstract

This paper presents a comprehensive study conducted within the confines of a village in
Katihar District, Bihar, aimed at deciphering the intricate interplay between gender, caste, and
social dynamics in influencing access to agricultural policies and subsequent effects on
livelihoods. In this microcosmic exploration, we delve into how these multifaceted factors
converge to shape the accessibility, implementation, and impact of policies tailored for farmers
and agricultural development.

Employing a qualitative research approach, the study utilized a combination of in-depth
interviews, group discussions, and visual documentation through photographs. The qualitative
data analysis was facilitated by the utilization of Atlas.ti, a software tool designed for qualitative
analysis. Our findings shed light on the profound connections between local sociocultural
dynamics and broader macroeconomic policy implications.

The results underscore the significant impact of caste, gender, and intricate social
interdependencies within the village community on the accessibility and effectiveness of
agricultural policies. The study reveals that the presence of deeply ingrained social hierarchies
and gender disparities influences the distribution of resources, information, and opportunities
among farmers. These disparities are reflected in the formulation and execution of policies,
ultimately affecting the village's agricultural landscape and the livelihoods it sustains.
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ISSUES IN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY OF BIHAR

Mridul Kumar
Research Scholar, Department of Architecture & Planning
NIT, Patna

Abstract

Bihar was ranked last (28") in the Sustainable Development Goals India Index rankings, 2023
and is consistently performing poorly on most of the indicators. Bihar is one of the poorest
states of the country and the lack of any major industries or major IT hub has hampered the
economic growth of the state badly. Bihar is in the world’s most densely populated river basin
and hence it has a very large young workforce available. But this workforce is mostly unskilled
or semi-skilled as the state lacks the necessary quality infrastructure needed to make its
workforce industry ready. The lack of good job opportunities forces the unskilled or semi-skilled
as well as trainedwork force to migrate to other parts of the country or world. The lack of basic
physical infrastructure and a good favourable environment needed to bring major industrial
investment has hindered the industrial growth of the state significantly. So, huge
industrialization and job creation is a distant dream for Bihar and revolutionary changes are
needed to retain good talents from the state and reverse-migrate people to the state.

One sector in which Bihar has huge untapped potential is tourism. Buddhism originated here,
One of the oldest universities existed here and had glorious past, oldest democracy existed
here and many other such important historic and spiritual places and circuits existed here. The
paper tries to study the major issues related to the tourism industry of Bihar and discusses
about suggested solutions to tap this highly unutilized industry.
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THE TRANSFORMING TEXTURE OF INTIMACY: TRANSITIONING FROM VILLAGE
FRIENDSHIP TO URBAN FRIENDSHIP IN BIHAR AND GOA.
Hugo Ribadeau Dumas

Research Scholar, Urban Geography
EHESS - the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences (Paris).

Abstract

Urbanisation transforms the manner people interact and bond. On the one hand, as compared
to rural areas, cities offer more opportunities to mingle with people from diverse backgrounds
and therefore increase chances to forge relationships outside home. On the other hand, urban
environments are also likely to erode the social fabric and increase loneliness. The effects of
urbanization on friendship are therefore paradoxical.

This paradox is clearly visible in Purnea (Bihar) and Margao (Goa), the two cities studied in
the present research. In Margao,residents are much more likely to forge intimate ties outside
their household — on average, they almost have twice more close friends than in Purnea. Yet,
in Purnea, the practice of friendship — when it occurs — appears more intense, more
passionate, with more physical and verbal displays of affection and much more spontaneity
than in Margao. How to explain this conundrum? What do variations in terms of texture of
intimacy between these two cities tell us about the impact of urbanization on human relations?

First, the paper arguesthat, contrary to common views, individualism actually boosts, rather
than hampers, friendship practices. As urbanization generates wealth, individuals are
increasingly self-reliant — | will explain how this, counter-intuitively, opens room for intimate
friendship to flourish. Second, the paper suggests that the rise of close friendship is happening
at the cost of more collective forms of sociality — | will for instance discuss the disappearing
practice of adda in the macchans of Purnea. However, while it is tempting to romanticise
communal socialization and lament its loss, these changes may in fact benefit certain
populations, and particularly women.Third, the paper underlinesthat themodernisation of
friendship practices in Bihar and Goa is not akin to Westernization: in India, individualist and
collectivist tendencies are not necessarily contradictory.

Using a mix of quantitative and qualitive data, the paper tackles crucial questions related to
the future of social coexistence in urbanizing in India.
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GENTRIFYING OF BHOJPURI MEDIA INDUSTRY
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Abstract

After its reconfiguration in the early 2000s, the Bhojpuri film industry has been integrated into
the vernacular media industry which interfaces film, music and televisual practices. Post 2015,
in order to offset the damage done by pirate and informal circuits of media circulation
(CD/DVD and downloads), Bhojpuri film and music economies turned to streaming. Recently,
Bhojpuri films are premiering on YouTube for free as well as on OTT platforms such as MX
player where one does not even have to avail a monthly or yearly subscription. Cheapening of
mobile data and smartphones, rise of streaming economy and network television have enabled
the Bhojpuri media industry to not only overcome the crisis of media piracy but also reduce
the film industry’'s dependance on the perennially volatile exhibition sector. Bhojpuri film is
one among several media forms implicated in one another within a network of vernacular
media (visual, aural, televisual, etc.), where the cinema is neither at the center of Bhojpuri
media production, nor does it exactly possess a discrete constitution. Bhojpuri cinema operates
within a diffuse body of media practices within the emergent Bhojpuri media assemblage.

As the Bhojpuri media economy inches more in the direction of formalising its practices,
Bhojpuri cinema has experienced concomitant shifts in narrative strategies and star packaging.
Bhojpuri media’s tentative shift from its provincialism is informed by a gamut of aspirational
indices. Bhojpuri media has been regularly accused of being coarse and not family-friendly by
the upper caste-class constellation. As Bhojpuri media finds itself increasingly domesticated
on television and streaming platforms, this paper would show that inducting the Bhojpuri-
speaking, middle-class audience that had forsaken Bhojpuri media in its post-2000 makeover,
is a decisive move not only to widen its trade but also to reorient its image. Such a maneuver
allows Bhojpuri media, and especially, Bhojpuri cinema, to bring in the absent figure of the
woman within its blanket viewership. Of late, a few Bhojpuri films have garnered releases in
multiplexes, a far cry from its usual habitus: the run-down theatre. In addition to this,
Bhojpuri film stars are seen collaborating with popular Hindi musicians for music videos
produced by big labels such as T-Series. Evidently, these moves are predicated upon the
aspiration for a crossover audience. In this paper, | argue the Bhojpuri media industry
is inching towards gentrifying itself textually as well as narratively. And, it is the cinema that is
leading at the front of this refurbishing of Bhojpuri media. Bhojpuri cinema had been thriving
on the margins of the Hindi film exhibition. However, a new imaginary of its viewership coupled
with recent shifts in its strategies of exhibition has marked Bhojpuri cinema’s aspiration to not
only situate itself in the mainstream but also to gain respectability. This paper problematises
the relation between the Hindi and Bhojpuri cinemas.

Keywords: Bhojpuri cinema, Bollywood, Media assemblage, Vernacular, Gentrification

TR ®T lZGi



FHIa fagrR 2023

HATT FHATC
AT, AATSTTE T A=, HETCHT T e feata=nay, fegr

Abstract

TH Q-9 T q&F ahxieaeg (HIAAT I HIGAT T Th{d & 1T TG T Th[-FHICHTATST T
T AT g | TS T o [SATIT ATAT 67 ST A & qg (o SATaT T gaararar i geriarar
AT | AT gl S0 J2l &l 3t 6 90 ° @, FHAT AT TN AT TAT| AigATsti #f
AT TF T THid & 7T Fg-Afeacd w7 S(ad UF Afashar &l &% § T@di g | 979 39
T fader va gataeeiy fifast § v F aerey g AT = g | 9 Fwiead
(Anthropocentric) FTEhIT AT T8 Fg USitaTal a4 o T2t 3T {1 S{1a & Areqed 92 Tf=g
T T 8 | FHETHEE J9ta® Ud AT TThidd THgeT Hahemliod TErdl o o7 Tg
S| AT Figq fersaw e § wahia hfead aver, Afashar siT qoT g9 81 T8 & | SIThd dal (HireT i
AT & T fa-are, ATEFiae T aTiHa fSaral & a7 I97a Sitad | 367 1 q9hav g | T8
TE-TT HIGATSA o TR AhT hivad SIS HAAT U AT h FHT T2qTe HLarl g |
T RITT T31e FreH e aganll sEaa i, e el U sraf=d arerehie azai
& FUZU H I (AT F FT H ITANT Fohw 0 § | AiAT AT FT TFHA-a UF TFHA
AT T A=A qedl & T TEAATT Ud hastdl diegids =<, Aqsrl, e, geai vd
fragfe & wiafafrad grdt g | Tl oiT =% TeT T Fastar & iq-Sid dael il TFl-
SATEATICHRAT & IO THEAT & | ST Trg TS o AT Hg-aAfeacd o q79 Tgd e qriferiasht
hivad AT HLA T ANELT FLAT ¢ |

ET-9T6g :- TFH(d-aTe Ud Aigary, e, shr-Fwiedrais, gg-aieaca



FHIa fagrR 2023

CREATING A DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT MARKET: A CASE STUDY OF BIHAR
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Ashank Desai Centre for Policy Studies, IIT Bombay
www.cps.iitb.ac.in/people/shishir-k-jha/

Abstract

Digital Entertainment markets have literally created a watershed moment in many parts of the
world, not excluding Bihar. The disruptive properties of a digital economy have brought
dramatic changes to a whole host of industries, from entertainment (both music and films), to
publications (newspaper, magazines and journal), to advertisement, to media and several
others.

The conventional music industry felt the pangs of a sea change in how music would both be
produced and distributed. The digitisation of the entire music supply chain has been rather
sweeping. The costs of producing, distributing and consuming music have radically dropped
in the last 20 years.

How have such changes impacted music creation in Bihar requires closer examination? We
will attempt to examine whether the low hanging fruits of the digitisation process has made
significant inroads into creating a new music industry. What are the processes involved and
how do we see it developing in the near future? What are certain unique features of such a
development?
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Abstract

Climate of a region coupled with associated environmental attributes help create a biodiverse
system that ultimately shapes the culture of an area. Mithila region in India is known for its
water bodies that constitute a repository to the diverse group of aquaphytes and associated
animal biota in the form of fishes, gastropods, crabs etc. There are diverse ways of consuming
these food items. The region is known for its rich phytodiversity of paddy and mango varieties.
People are in the habit of consuming various types of leafy and flower vegetables also. Of
late, a grass called Katrajhar (vetiver) has gained global acclaim on account of its potentials
for soil conservation. The grass is formally worshipped in this area and could be held
as "Adiparva’ of land conservation that should attract wider global attention. This region has
a practice of cluster plantation of sacred trees that helps maintain a serene
environment. ‘Maachh, Paan and Makhaan’ i.e., fish, betel and gorgon nut are specifically
associated with Mithila culture. Government of Bihar has initiated steps for procuring a Gl tag
for ‘Rohu’ fish under the name of Mithila Rohu. Gl tag has already been procured for Mithila
Makhana. An Ayurvedic mention of Makhana having spermatogenic properties has been
experimentally corroborated through feeding trials on animals. This provides a scientific
justification to Makhana being associated with the Kojagara festival that is essentially a
marital ritual in which Makhana is gifted in Mithila to the groom from the bride's side. Mithila
art finds its manifestation in the form of Mithila paintings that earlier incorporated the use of
plant based colours. The famous ‘Sikki’ art is based on vetiver grass that is abundantly
available in Mithila flood plains. A number of folk tales resonate with the practices related with
cultivation and the use of millets till a few decades back. The paper takes into account the
facets of biodiversity that have contributed to the formation of Mithila culture.

Keywords : Mithila, Biodiversity, Culture, Makhana, Cluster Plantation
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UNDERSTANDING BIHAR THROUGH CHHATH SONGS

Nivedita Jha
Lecturer, Global Language Intiative Program
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

Abstract

Indigenous songs are non-interchangeable and exclusively sung as a part of a ceremony or a
festival in various communities. In modern days, songs for Chhath stand out culturally. A
veteran singer ‘Sharda Sinha’ continues to remain popular with a variety of themes and videos
released every year during this festival. One of the most recent ones were on calling back
workaholic or busy residents of Bihar living outside the state to return home for the festival.
Similarly, doing Chhath along with fighting the challenge of COVID had millions of views and
brought the viewers together despite social distancing. This study focuses only on 15 Chhath
songs sung by Sharda Sinha and aims to

i. Classify these songs based on the stages of the six days of preparations and the main
festival of Chhath.

i. Identify and describe the tune, music, instruments and the language used for these songs.

ii. Understand how these songs appeal to the listeners irrespective of the language they
speak as a Bihari.

Analyse the discourse of these songs to understand this festival of Bihar.
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CULTURE OF BHOJPURIYAS
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Abstract

This paper focuses on culture of Bhojpuri speakers to develop a better understanding of their
specific lifestyle, festivals, traditions and more. A number of folk songs in Bhojpuri have always
helped to carve out social, economic and political aspects of Bhojpuri region which all together
intersect with the cultural affiliations.This paper intends to use Bhojpuri folk songs and more
as a defining dimension seeking culture of Bhojpuriyas (speakers whose mother tongue is
Bhojpuri). Another aspect of this paper is that the survey responses of this study have tried to
analyze inside account of Bhojpuri speakers (attitude of Bhojpuri speakers towards their
culture) to capture the essence of Bhojpuri culture. Cinema in Bhojpuri has been explored
adding to the colourful and varied dimension of a culture amongst Bhojpuri speakers.In
whatever manner preservation of Bhojpuri culture is done it needs to include all for whom the
preservation is done. Bhojpuri speakers are not just respondents of this study however, a
larger linguistic category. So, whenever the preservation of their culture is attempted it should
include both educated and uneducated, both rural and urban Bhojpuri speakers, both Bhojpuri
men and women and more.Bhojpuri Speakers have been called bhojpuriyas by
UdaiNarainTiwari in his book, The Origin and Development of Bhojpuri (2001). It is significant
to mention that there is a gap in scholarly works on the elaboration of the term bhojpuriyas.
This paper seeks to discuss the definition of the term bhojpuriyas, their society and cinema.
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